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AMENDMENTS TO CLAIMS 

• Please cancel claims 3 and 15-35. 

Please amend pending claims 1, 4-6, 8, and 12 as indicated below. A complete listing 
of all claims and their status in the application are as follows: 

1. (Currently amended) A method for determining fee-performance of a portion 

ef-irt a network, the method comprising: 

transmitting a signal from a uausroifision pointt rangmittei: onto *e-afirsLpoition of 

the network; 

receiving the signal at a w* T >>*->~~* w r whftrein living the signal at the 

t^ivftr include* living th e sifmal with first errors caused in the first 

portion of the network : 
returning the signal to the transmission poim/jgnsmitrer, wherein remming the signa l 

t» the transmitt e r includes retp ™in f the signals with second errors caused in a 

<fftcond portio " ftf *he network: 
correcting errors introduced into the signa l in ttanarnioaion from the destjaatten 

receiver t o the minninn p ni nt Trnfli m r"' gf « M tr»™ mitt " r meeting the 

.-^fflfl f TT""* tn leaW th " firRt ErrQrS 111 ^ Signal; 

determining the performance of the fjssLportion of the network from the *aas««»ie» 
pein^gmittes to the rlntrlnntinnmr i^r by romparjnp the sipnal with the 



first errors wit* th* signal trai n™"*"* at the transmitter to determine the . 



r rfnrm a nftft of the first portion of the network 

2. (Previously presented) The method of Claim 1 wherein transmitting the 
signal further comprises transmitting signal packets. 

3. (Canceled) 

4. (Currently amended) The method of Claim *-JLwherein the correcting the | 

second errors further comprises: 

determining residual errors in portions of the signal received at the transmission point; 

and 

discarding the portions of the signal that contain residual errors. 
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5. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 3-l_wherein comparing the signals 
tests for bit error rate, block error rate, or a combination thereof. 

6. (Currently amended) A method for deuumiiiiiig th n p p r flui umi u b of n n n rt io r. 
uf a network, thcThe method of Claim 1 further_comprising: 

tHUij,uii t a»e a aigQ " ^ frnmatranamiooiou p o int onto the y uil i u u of thn nmw nr kj 
soceiving the signal at a dootintttion', 

detecting block errors in the signal received at the dertmat^receiser, 
discarding portions of the signal received at the de^teatiea^eiy^that containJzlock 

errors; . 
returning the non-discarded signal portions to the Uu^mi u oion point aangiriSej; | 
determining the magnitude of the discarded portions of the signal from the returned, 

non-discarded portions; 
using a block error rate test althetrjnsrm^to determine me block error p erformance 

of the first p ortion of the network.t*B4 
d uu iii ih i lin, Ih u y t .-fnrmnnru o f Um p u , rin n n f thv m l * m k f r om f to mmiii i n rirm p oi nt 

t & tho dcatinatiofr 

7. (Original) The method of Claim 1 wherein the network is a cable network. 

8. (Currently amended) The method of Claim -t-7.wherein me firjtportion of the | 
cable network is a local area cable loop. 

9. (Original) The method of Claim 8 wherein the performance of an 
upstream channel of the local area cable loop is determined. 

10. (Original) The method of Claim 9 wherein the transmitting step transmits 
the signal in the upstream channel. 

11. (Original) The method of Claim 9 wherein the signal is returned in a 
forward channel of the local area cable loop. 

12. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 7 wherein the destma^receiver 

is a cable modem termination system. 

13. (Original) The method of Claim 2 wherein the correcting step uses 

forward error correction techniques. 
Claims 14-35. (Canceled) 
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